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Virtual Conference 2020 
 

As most of you probably know, this past Saturday, the 11th of 
July, was the 57th Provincial Conference, but the 1st ever virtual one. 
With representation from all over the province, AY’ers and Post 
Advisors participated in Kahoot before listening to the speeches and hot 
seat questions from all the phenomenal candidates for your 2020-2021 
Provincial Executive. Shortly after Torbay living up to their reputation 
for taking a notoriously long time to vote 😆, your 57th Provincial 
Conference closing banquet was in full swing followed shortly after by a 
cats meow filled with jokes from the entire year. It may not have been 
the Conference that we’d all hoped for back in April, but it was still a 
great opportunity to see AY friends from all over the province. 

 

 



Individual Award Winners 
 

Hawkins Award – Outstanding Junior AY’er 

 
Ryan Roberts (GFW) 

 

Dove Award – Outstanding Senior AY’er 

 
Liam Roberts (GFW) 

 

Chalker Award – Outstanding General 
Member 

 
Allyson Chard (Crescent) 

 

 

 

 

Kathleen Neal Leadership Award – 
Leadership Development on the Post 

Executive 

 
Jenna Green (Crescent) 

 

Alcock Award – Outstanding Post Advisor 

 
Wanda Healey (GFW) 

 

The Ralph Davis Memorial  – Allied Youth 
Educational Scholarship 

 
Zoey Healey (GFW) 

 

 
 

  



Post Award Winners 
 

Margaret Powell Memorial Shield – 
Outstanding School Involvement 

 
Lawn Post #990 

 

John Nolan Cup – Outstanding Community 
Involvement 

 
Torbay Post #1051 

 

Dawe Award – Outstanding Positive 
Lifestyles Initiatives 

 
GFW Post #1017 

 

St. Lawrence Shield – Most Improved Post 

 
GFW Post #1017 

 

Yearbook Award – AY NL 

 
Torbay Post #1051 

 

50th Anniversary Hammond Award – 
Dedication to Youth Issues 

 
GFW Post #1017 

 
 

  



Kate Ryan 

 
Post Advisor for Placentia Post #1182 and 

Chairperson of the B.O.D 
 

Q: Where’d you grow up? A: I grew up in 
Torbay😊. 
 

 
 
Q: Where did you go to school? A: I went to 
three different schools: Macdonald Drive 
Elementary (K-6), Macdonald Drive Junior 
High (7-9), and Holy Trinity High (10-12). 
 
Q: What do you do for a living? A: I am a 
trained social worker and I proudly work as a 
mental health counsellor. 
 
Q: What are your hobbies? A: I enjoy going for 
walks with my dog Harley, baking, travelling, 
collecting things (pressed pennies are one 
thing I love collecting when I travel), reading, 
and spending time with family and friends. 
 
Q: How long have you been involved in Allied 
Youth? A: I got involved as a Post Advisor in 
September 2010. 

 
Q: Were you a part of Allied Youth during 
your youth? A: Sadly no😞. 
 
Q: What position do you hold (have held) on 
the Board of Directors? A: I have held the 
positions of Director, Director of Risk 
Management, Secretary, Vice-Chairperson, 
and Chairperson (current position). 
 
Q: What is your favorite part of AY? A: I love 
the bonds that I have made with people as a 
result of being involved in AY, but most of all I 
love seeing the impact the program has on its 
members. To see what it means to the 
members is so special to me. 
 
Q: What is your best AY memory? A: There 
have been quite a few over the past decade 
that I’ve been involved! But some would have 
to be: having to call my boss to tell him I 
won’t make it back to work due to 
Apocalconference, Daniel channeling his best 
Ru Paul at LKO 2019, making theme teaser 
videos with PE, and explaining to Mason how 
to dry clothing items he had washed in the 
sink because he ran out of clean items at 
Apocalconference. 
 
Q: What’s the most interesting thing you’ve 
done during this season of self-isolation?  
A: Not sure how interesting this is, but I have 
started a journal which I have found to be kind 
of fun. I also joined a “Biggest Loser” 
challenge, which is indeed a huge challenge 
when you’re bored in the house and you’re in 
the house bored 😉 I’m a fan of 
self-improvement so why not right? 

 
 

 

   



     Daniel Skanes 

 
Post Advisor for St. Kevin’s Post #1181 

and Vice Chairperson of the B.O.D 
 
Q: Where’d you grow up? A: I am originally 
from Ontario, but I grew up in the Gould’s. 
I’ve lived in NL since 2004. 
 

 
 
Q: Where did you go to school? A: I graduated 
from St. Kevin’s High School in 2013 and 
graduated from Memorial University in 2018 
with a Bachelor of Commerce Cooperative 
degree, marketing and finance concentration. 
 
Q: What do you do for a living? A: I’ve been 
working with TD Canada Trust for 6 years, 
currently a Manager of Customer Experience. 
I support frontline staff, branch operations, 
and handle customer problem resolution. 
 
Q: What are your hobbies? A: I enjoy watching 
new TV series, playing board games, and 
sipping fine wine and craft beer (that’s a 
hobby, right?) 
 
Q: How long have you been involved in Allied 
Youth? A: I’ve volunteered with AY since 
2009, so 11 years! 

 
 
Q: Were you a part of Allied Youth during 
your youth? A: Yes, 4 years involved as a 
youth. 
 
Q: What position do you hold (have held) on 
the Board of Directors? A: Currently the Vice 
Chairperson, 2 years now. I was a Director for 
1 year and held the Treasurer seat for 3 years. 
 
Q: What is your favorite part of AY? A: I love 
how AY brings youth together. It provides a 
safe space where youth can be themselves and 
helps to bring youth out of their shells. I’ve 
met some of my best friends in AY, and we 
still see each other today (by physical distance 
of course). 
 
Q: What is your best AY memory? A: My first 
AY dance at the end of Conference 2010, 
someone let the DJ pla LMFAO and we 
partied like it was going out of style. 
 
Q: What’s the most interesting thing you’ve 
done during this season of self-isolation?  
A: I wouldn’t call it “fun” interesting, but I 
have worked on the frontline every day 
since this all started and it’s amazing to see 
the shift in the world as we migrate 
into the “new normal”. I’m surviving through 
change management at work every 
day as we adjust our traditional ways of 
meeting our customers’ needs while also 
managing the growing needs of colleagues. 
These challenging times bring out 
the best and worst in people, and it’s truly an 
opportunity to develop your 
leadership skills. 
 
 

 

  



  Walter Hammond 

 
Post Advisor for Torbay Post #1051 and 

Director on the B.O.D 
 
Q: Where’d you grow up? A: I grew up in the 
town of Torbay, just outside St. John’s. 
 

 
 
Q: Where did you go to school? A: I attended 
Holy Trinity School from K - Grade 12 . 
 
Q: What do you do for a living? A: I am a 
teacher. I work in the library at Juniper Ridge 
Intermediate here in Torbay. 
 
Q: What are your hobbies? A: I enjoy reading 
and chatting with friends as well as working 
with the AY program. 
 
Q: How long have you been involved in Allied 
Youth? A: I’ve been involved with the Allied 
Youth program since I was asked to attend as 
a chaperone back in 1992. I became involved 
as a Post Advisor shortly afterwards and have 
been involved as a PA ever since. 
 
Q: Were you a part of Allied Youth during 
your youth? A: No. My sister was one of the 
founding members of the AY Post in Torbay 
and was a member of the Provincial Executive 
as well. I didn’t get involved at the time as it 

was sort of “her thing” to do and I didn’t want 
to step on her toes. My mother was one of 
the first Post Advisors in Torbay as well. 
 
Q: What position do you hold (have held) on 
the Board of Directors? A: Hmmm… I’ve been 
on the Board for a while now (over 20 years). 
I’ve held the position of Director, Parent 
Representative, Post Advisor Representative, 
Secretary, Treasurer, Vice-Chairperson and 
Chairperson at various times during this time 
(including when it was known as the Allied 
Youth Advisory Committee). 
 
Q: What is your favorite part of AY?  
A: Getting to watch the members take part 
and socialize with each other. I enjoy seeing 
people make new friends as this is one of the 
best ways to socialize and make new friends 
who have a common activity they enjoy. 
 
Q: What is your best AY memory? A: Ouch. 
This is a tough one. I’ve been involved for so 
long that there are literally hundreds of great 
memories… 
- Attending International Conference in Nova Scotia 
and having a water-pistol fight with the Alumni 
- Helping organize the 1999 International 
Conference in PEI 
- Starting up new posts and getting young people to 
become members 
- Throwing bags of vomit out of a moving bus in the 
middle of the night 
- Staying up all night at Wake-a-thons 
 
Q: What’s the most interesting thing you’ve 
done during this season of self-isolation?  
A: I’ve gotten a chance to catch up on a few 
things - driving around the school parking lot 
with my 16-year old; cataloging books for my 
library; catching up on Netflix shows people 
have been telling me about. Can’t wait for this 
to ease so that I can get to our cabin for the 
summer. 



       Alex Vaughan-Jackson 

 
Post Advisor for St. Kevin’s Post #1181 

and Treasurer of the B.O.D 
 

Q: Where’d you grow up? A: I grew up in 
Petty Harbour - Maddox Cove. 
 

 
 
Q: Where did you go to school? A: I went to 
St. Kevin’s. 
 
Q: What do you do for a living? A: I’m an 
Administrative Assistant for ShortFinancial. 
 
Q: What are your hobbies? A: I enjoy reading, 
playing video games, baking, and cross stitch 
:) 
 
Q: How long have you been involved in Allied 
Youth? A: 12 years! (2008-present). 
 
Q: Were you a part of Allied Youth during 
your youth? A: Yes :) 
 

Q: What position do you hold (have held) on 
the Board of Directors? A: I have held the 
position of treasurer. 
 
Q: What is your favorite part of AY?  
A: I always enjoyed meeting new people at 
events and getting out around my community 
to help out. 
 
Q: What is your best AY memory? A: I’m 
fortunate to have many great AY memories, 
but one of my favourites is during kickoff in 
Killdevil. It was the farthest I traveled for an 
AY event and I had a blast! I will always 
remember one of the first nights playing 
capture the lantern, and army-crawling 
through a field with new friends trying to hide 
from the spotters. Afterwards we had a 
campfire and scream-sang campfire songs. It 
will forever be one of my favourite AY 
memories. 
 
Q: What’s the most interesting thing you’ve 
done during this season of self-isolation?  
A: Started a new career! Don’t let 
self-isolation keep you from reaching for new 
opportunities! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



    Shanelle Clowe 

 
Director on the B.O.D 

 
Q: Where’d you grow up? A: I grew up in 
Gander, NL. 
 

 
 
Q: Where did you go to school? A: I went to 
St. Francis Xavier University in Antigonish, 
NS. 
 
Q: What do you do for a living? A: Manager, 
Advocacy and Communications with 
Hospitality Newfoundland and Labrador which 
is the Provincial Tourism Industry Association! 
 
Q: What are your hobbies? A: Some of my 
passions include travelling, history, 
architecture, and fashion. I’m really into 
anything creative - I love taking photos and 
writing about my travels. Aside from that I 
love exploring/cuddling with my Chocolate 
Lab, Charley (she is the cutest!), I’m a big 
Harry Potter fan and I’m also passionate about 
sustainability and protecting our environment 

(I believe every action counts and you can 
regularly see me with a bag, a garbage picker 
and a pair of gloves around Quidi Vidi Lake!). 
 
 
Q: How long have you been involved in Allied 
Youth? A: Almost a year! 
 
Q: Were you a part of Allied Youth during 
your youth? A: No, but I was part of a ton of 
different Youth Groups growing up! 
 
Q: What position do you hold (have held) on 
the Board of Directors? A: I am a general 
board member. 
 
Q: What is your favorite part of AY? A: The 
opportunity to learn from others. You all teach 
me more about myself than I could ever teach 
you! 
 
Q: What is your best AY memory? A: LTW 
 
Q: What’s the most interesting thing you’ve 
done during this season of self-isolation?  
A: I have started to make my own cards with 
watercolour designs to give to family and 
friends instead of buying them! It’s creative, 
better for the environment, saves money and 
is more personal😊 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



Flash From the Past Zone 
 

Please enjoy some of the following recipes from the 50th anniversary AY cookbook submitted by some names 
that may sound a bit familiar. 

 
Beverage/Snack 

 

 
 

Side dishes/Meals 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Desserts 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 


